Wednesday Readings
Politics - A House Divided Cannot Stand
Bible (ESV unless noted)

Psalm 133:1 (MSG)
How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers and sisters get along!

Isaiah 1:18 (to Lord)
Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD...

Matthew 12:25 Every
Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house
divided against itself will stand.

James 2:1, 8-10 (MSG)

My dear friends, don’t let public opinion influence how you live out our
glorious, Christ-originated faith. If a man enters your church wearing an
expensive suit, and a street person wearing rags comes in right after him, and
you say to the man in the suit, “Sit here, sir; this is the best seat in the
house!” and either ignore the street person or say, “Better sit here in the back
row,” haven’t you segregated God’s children and proved that you are judges
who can’t be trusted?

You do well when you complete the Royal Rule of the Scriptures: “Love
others as you love yourself.” But if you play up to these so-called important
people, you go against the Rule and stand convicted by it. You can’t pick
and choose 1n these things, specializing in keeping one or two things in
God’s law and ignoring others.

James 3:13-18 (MSG)

Do you want to be counted wise, to build a reputation for wisdom? Here’s
what you do: Live well, live wisely, live humbly. It’s the way you live, not
the way you talk, that counts. Mean-spirited ambition isn’t wisdom.
Boasting that you are wise isn’t wisdom. Twisting the truth to make
yourselves sound wise isn’t wisdom. It’s the furthest thing from wisdom—
it’s animal cunning, devilish conniving. Whenever you’re trying to look
better than others or get the better of others, things fall apart and everyone
ends up at the others’ throats.



Real wisdom, God’s wisdom, begins with a holy life and is characterized by
getting along with others. It is gentle and reasonable, overflowing with
mercy and blessings, not hot one day and cold the next, not two-faced. You
can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with God and enjoy
its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other,
treating each other with dignity and honor.

Matthew 18:1-6 (to hadn’t.) (MSG)
At about the same time, the disciples came to Jesus asking, “Who gets the
highest rank in God’s kingdom?”

For an answer Jesus called over a child, whom he stood in the middle of the
room, and said, “I’m telling you, once and for all, that unless you return to
square one and start over like children, you’re not even going to get a look at
the kingdom, let alone get in. Whoever becomes simple and elemental again,
like this child, will rank high in God’s kingdom. What’s more, when you
receive the childlike on my account, it’s the same as receiving me.

“But if you give them a hard time, bullying or taking advantage of their
simple trust, you’ll soon wish you hadn’t.

John 5:30-31

I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just,
because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me. If I alone
bear witness about myself, my testimony is not true.

Acts 10:1-16, 19, 24-28, 30 (to said) 32 we, 34-36, 44-48 (NKJV)

There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what
was called the Italian Regiment, a devout man and one who feared God with
all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to
God always. About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God coming in and saying to him, “Cornelius!”

And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, “What 1s it, lord?”

So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a
memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose
surname 1s Peter. He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the
sea. He will tell you what you must do.” And when the angel who spoke to
him had departed, Cornelius called two of his household servants and a



devout soldier from among those who waited on him continually. So when
he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa.

The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city, Peter
went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. Then he became very
hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance
and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four
corners, descending to him and let down to the earth. In it were all kinds of
four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of
the air. And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”

But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or
unclean.” And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has
cleansed you must not call common.”

While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three
men are seeking you. Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting
nothing; for I have sent them.”

And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting
for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends. As Peter
was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped
him. But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man.”
And as he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come
together. Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish
man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has
shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.

So Cornelius said, “...we are all present before God, to hear all the things
commanded you by God.”

Then Peter opened /4is mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows
no partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and works
righteousness is accepted by Him. The word which God sent to the children
of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all...

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all
those who heard the word. And those of the circumcision who believed
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak
with tongues and magnify God.



Then Peter answered, “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be
baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked
him to stay a few days.

Ephesians 4:4-6

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope
that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Philippians 2:3-4

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out
not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures and Prose Works
by Mary Baker Eddy

My. 222:25-28

Mankind will be God-governed in proportion as God’s government becomes
apparent, the Golden Rule utilized, and the rights of man and the liberty of
conscience held sacred.

469:30-5

With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and
with one Mind and that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist
of Love and Truth, and have unity of Principle and spiritual power which
constitute divine Science.

Mis. 318:2-4

Mine and thine are obsolete terms in absolute Christian Science, wherein
and whereby the universal brotherhood of man is stated and demands to be
demonstrated.

225:14-22
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and
shows human power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking.



517:15-22

The world believes in many persons; but if God is personal, there is but one
person, because there is but one God. His personality can only be

reflected, not transmitted. God has countless ideas, and they all have one
Principle and parentage. The only proper symbol of God as person is Mind’s
infinite ideal.

280:2-15, 30

Symbols and elements of discord and decay are not products of the infinite,
perfect, and eternal A//. From Love and from the light and harmony which
are the abode of Spirit, only reflections of good can come.

The only excuse for entertaining human opinions and rejecting the Science
of being is our mortal ignorance of Spirit, — ignorance which yields only to
the understanding of divine Science, the understanding by which we enter
into the kingdom of Truth on earth and learn that Spirit is infinite and
supreme.

My. 311:12-3

Animal magnetism, in its ascending steps of evil, entices its victim by
unseen, silent arguments. Reversing the modes of good, in their silent
allurements to health and holiness, it impels mortal mind into error of
thought, and tempts into the committal of acts foreign to the natural
inclinations. The victims lose their individuality, and lend themselves as
willing tools to carry out the designs of their worst enemies, even those who
would induce their self-destruction. Animal magnetism fosters suspicious
distrust where honor is due, fear where courage should be strongest, reliance
where there should be avoidance, a belief in safety where there is most
danger; and these miserable lies, poured constantly into his mind, fret and
confuse it, spoiling that individual’s disposition, undermining his health, and
sealing his doom, unless the cause of the mischief is found out and
destroyed.

228:11-15,17

The enslavement of man is not legitimate. It will cease when man enters into
his heritage of freedom, his God-given dominion over the material senses.
Mortals will some day assert their freedom in the name of Almighty God.
Dropping their present beliefs, they will recognize harmony as the spiritual
reality and discord as the material unreality.



254:3-8

The crude creations of mortal thought must finally give place to the glorious
forms which we sometimes behold in the camera of divine Mind, when the
mental picture is spiritual and eternal. Mortals must look beyond fading,
finite forms, if they would gain the true sense of things.

236:28

Jesus loved little children because of their freedom from wrong and their
receptiveness of right. While age is halting between two opinions or battling
with false beliefs, youth makes easy and rapid strides towards Truth.

399:27-28 (to 1*))
The one Mind, God, contains no mortal opinions.

My. 276:17-25

Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy has always believed that those who are entitled to
vote should do so, and she has also believed that in such matters no one
should seek to dictate the actions of others.

In reply to a number of requests for an expression of her political views, she
has given out this statement: —

I am asked, “What are your politics?” I have none, in reality, other than to
help support a righteous government; to love God supremely, and my
neighbor as myself.

Pan. 14:14

Pray that the divine presence may still guide and bless our chief magistrate,
those associated with his executive trust, and our national judiciary; give to
our congress wisdom, and uphold our nation with the right arm of His
righteousness.

9:5

The test of all prayer lies in the answer to these questions: Do we love our
neighbor better because of this asking? Do we pursue the old selfishness,
satisfied with having prayed for something better, though we give no
evidence of the sincerity of our requests by living consistently with our
prayer? If selfishness has given place to kindness, we shall regard our
neighbor unselfishly, and bless them that curse us; but we shall never meet



this great duty simply by asking that it may be done. There is a cross to be
taken up before we can enjoy the fruition of our hope and faith.

Mis. 224:11

We should remember that the world 1s wide; that there are a thousand
million different human wills, opinions, ambitions, tastes, and loves; that
each person has a different history, constitution, culture, character, from all
the rest; that human life is the work, the play, the ceaseless action and
reaction upon each other of these different atoms. Then, we should go forth
into life with the smallest expectations, but with the largest patience; with a
keen relish for and appreciation of everything beautiful, great, and good, but
with a temper so genial that the friction of the world shall not wear upon our
sensibilities; with an equanimity so settled that no passing breath nor
accidental disturbance shall agitate or ruffle it; with a charity broad enough
to cover the whole world’s evil, and sweet enough to neutralize what is bitter
in it, — determined not to be offended when no wrong is meant, nor even
when it is, unless the offense be against God.

252:1 our
our Master said, “If a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand.”

Man. 40:5

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or
acts of the members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone
governs man; and a Christian Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love,
in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, charitableness, and forgiveness. The
members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be delivered from all
evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.





